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the  Year  1904  there  have  been  registered: — 

1^8  Births  (68  males,  90  females).  This  shows  a decrease 
of  12  on  the  number  registered  in  1903,  and  is  8 below  the  average 
for  the  past  10  years.  It  is  also  257  per  1,000,  as  against  267  per 
1,000,  which  is  the  average  rate  per  1,000  for  the  past  ten  years. 
We  thus  see  that  the  birth-rate  is  decidedly  low  for  the  past  year. 
Contrary  to  what  has  been  the  case  lately,  the  females  are  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  males.  Ten  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

7/  Deaths  from  all  causes.  This  is  equal  to  ir5  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  which  is  returned  as  6,130  souls. 

This  death-rate  is  again,  as  last  year,  3 below  the  average  for 
the  past  ten  years  (which  is  i4‘37  per  1,000),  and  the  total  number 
of  deaths  is  the  lowest  I have  ever  recorded  during  my  term  of 
office,  viz.:  18^  years,  it  being  one  less  than  last  year  (71  as 
against  72).  The  comparatively  low  birth-rate  however,  makes 
the  vital  statistics  not  so  good  as  last  year’s. 

43  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  28 
in  the  second  half.  The  four  healthiest  months  appear  to  have 
been,  January  with  4 deaths,  August  with  3 deaths,  September 
with  3 deaths,  and  October  with  i death,  whilst  the  months 
showing  the  highest  mortality  were,  March  with  9 deaths,  and 
April  with  1 1 deaths.  The  first  3 months  of  the  year  show 
19  deaths  ; the  second  three  months,  24  deaths  ; the  third  3 months, 
12  deaths;  and  the  fourth  three  months,  16  deaths;  so  that  the 
three  summer  months,  July,  August  and  September,  seem  to  have 
been  the  healthiest  part  of  the  year. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  71  Deaths,  40  were  males,  31  females.  25  were 
yo years  or  over  that  age  (12  males,  13  females),  9 being  80  years 
or  over  that  age  (6  males,  3 females),  the  oldest  recorded  age 
being  85  years,  two  males  having  attained  that  age.  The  25  over 
70  years  of  age  averaged  76*4  years  each,  the  12  males  averaged 
797  years  each,  and  the  13  females  75-6  years  each.  The  average 
ages  of  males  and  females  are  almost  exactly  reversed  to  those  of 
last  year. 
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11  were  between  6o  and  years  of  age  (9  males,  2 females). 

1 between  20  and /{.o years  oi  age  (3  males,  4 females), 
and  5 of  these  were  due  to  tubercular  disease,  4 of  them  to 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

The  mortality  below  i year  of  age  amounted  to  15  (7  males, 
8 females).  This  number  is  half  as  much  again  as  last  year 
(15  against  10),  but  there  are  7 premature  births  recorded,  which 
of  course  brings  the  number  up  considerably. 

40  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  and  51  of  the  71  deaths  recorded  were  below  i year  and  over 
60  years  of  age,  leaving  only  20  deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the 
intervening  59  years.  3 deaths  occurred  between  i and  5 years, 
I between  5 and  15  years,  and  2 between  15  and  25  years,  as 
compared  with  3 between  i and  5 years,  i between  5 and  15  years, 
and  4 between  15  and  25  years  in  1903. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Under  this  heading  we  have  recorded  8 cases  of  Diphtheria, 
16  of  Erysipelas,  12  of  Scarlet  Fever , and  2 of  Enteric  Fever. 

Diphtheria — All  of  the  8 recorded  cases  were  above  5 years 
of  age.  They  were,  all  but  two,  isolated  cases,  occurring  at 
different  times  in  different  houses.  One  was  a case  in  a boy  down 
from  London  for  a holiday ; this  threatened  to  be  very  severe,  but 
under  antidiphtheritic  serum,  he  rapidly  got  well.  All  the  cases 
made  uneventful  recoveries.  The  premises  were  inspected,  and 
directions  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection  were  given. 

Erysipelas — 3 cases  occurred  under  5 years  of  age,  and  13 
above.  They  were  all  of  a mild  form.  There  appears  to  have 
been  one  fatal  case  which  was  not  reported  and  only  came  to  my 
knowledge  through  the  mortality  returns.  This  case  seems  to 
have  proved  fatal  through  blood  poisoning  and  exhaustion. 

Scarlet  Fever — Of  the  12  reported  cases,  2 occurred  below 
and  10  above  5 years  of  age.  All  the  cases  were  of  an  extremely 
mild  description,  as  far  as  the  actual  fever  and  rash  were 
concerned.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  epidemic  of  German 
Measles  was  fairly  general  at  the  same  time.  Inspection,  Isolation, 
and  Disinfection  were  carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  possible  in  all 
cases.  None  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 
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Enteric  Fever — 2 cases  are  reported,  both  over  5 years  of  age. 
One  of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  and  the  other  ran  a very  typical  but 
very  satisfactory  course  to  recovery.  Thorough  inspection  of  the 
premises  was  carried  out  in  both  cases,  and  several  sanitary  defects 
remedied. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  TABLE  III. 

Measles — Only  two  cases  are  reported,  in  children  bchow 
5 years  of  age.  One  case,  in  a child  of  nine  months  of  age,  was 
complicated  with  convulsions,  and  proved  fatal. 

hifluenza — 22  cases,  all  above  5 years  of  age,  are  reported  as 
occurring  amongst  parish  patients.  The  disease  proved  fatal  ii^ 
the  case  of  one  old  woman.  There  has  been  very  little  of  the 
epidemic  during  the  year  1904,  and  it  has  been  of  a very  mild 
nature. 

Pertussis  or  Whooping  Cough — Two  cases,  below  5 years  of 
age,  are  reported  ; both  were  gipsies. 

Other  or  Doubtful  Fevers — Under  this  heading  are  included 
cases  of  Febricula,  Tonsillitis,  Varicella,  German  Measles, 
Mumps,  etc.,  and  4 cases  below,  20  above  5 years  of  age,  are 
reported.  None  of  the  cases  were  serious. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diarrhoea — 6 cases  of  this  disease  are  reported  amongst 
pauper  patients,  all  above  5 years  of  age.  One  case  proved  fatal, 
the  patient  being  an  old  man  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 
I believe  this  to  be  the  lowest  annual  record  of  Diarrhoea  in  the 
district,  since  I have  been  Medical  Offeer  of  Health. 

Bro7ichial  and  Respiratory  Disorders — Under  this  head  are 
included  Phthisis,  Pleurisy,  Pneitinonia , Asthma,  Bronchitis , 
and  Catarrh,  and  amongst  pauper  patients  we  have  recordcnl 
23  below  and  133  above  5 years  of  age.  This  shov's  a slight 
increase  on  last  year.  6 deaths  from  Phthisis  have  occurred,  all 
above  5 years  of  age,  and  2 deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases, 
one  being  Tubercular  Meningitis  and  the  other  Tubercular 
Enteritis.  This  total,  8,  is  the  same  as  last  year,  and  as  I pointed 
out  before,  5 of  the  8 deaths  were  between  30  and  40  years  of  age. 
3 deaths  ars  attributed  to  Bronchitis^  pure  and  simple,  2 under 
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I year  of  age,  and  i in  later  life.  Two  cases  in  children  were 
recorded  as  due  to  Croup,  complicating  or  complicated  by 
Bronchitis;  and  one  case  of  Chronic  Bronchitis,  complicated  by 
Heart  failure,  also  proved  fatal.  3 deaths  due  to  Pneumonia  are 
recorded,  all  very  old  people.  Adding  the  one  death  attributed  to 
Influenza,  we  And  the  total  number  of  deaths  under  the  heading  of 
Bronchitis^  etc.,  is  10  for  the  year  igog,  as  compared  with  17  for 
1903.  Adding  the  8 deaths  due  to  Tubercular  Trouble,  we  have 
18  deaths  recorded  under  Respiratory  Disorders,  as  compared 
with  25  for  1903.  This  record  shows  tliat  the  more  equable 
temperature,  which  lias  been  usual  during  the  past  year,  has 
materially  lessened  the  amount  of  sickness  due  to  Respiratory 
diseases. 

Heart  Disease — 16  deaths  are  recorded  as  due  to  some  form 
or  other  of  disease  of  this  organ  ; all  occurred  in  adult  life.  This 
total  is  one  less  than  in  1903.  Ten  of  the  cases  were  due  to  Mitral 
Regurcfitation , 2 to  Fatty'  Degeneration , i to  Dilatation  of  the 
Heart,  and  the  others  to  Heart  Failure. 

New  Growths — 6 deaths  are  reported  under  this  head,  as 
compared  with  1 1 last  year.  This  is  about  the  usual  number  for 
the  year,  the  ii  deaths  in  1903  being  a great  increase,  i death 
was  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lip,  i to  Cancer  of  the  Pharynx , i to 
Cancer  of  the  CFsophagus,  i to  Cancer  of  the  Omentum,  i to 
Cancer  of  the  Sigmoid gcmd  i to  Progressive  Wasting,  probably 
caused  by  some  internal  growth. 

One  Death  by  Accident  is  recorded,  it  being  due  to  Strangu- 
lated Hernia. 

Four  Deaths  resulted  from  Cerebral  Id  anno  rr  huge , 4 from 
Convulsions , 7 Irom  P rematiire  Birth,  2 from  Chronic  Nephritis, 
one  of  the  cases  complicating  old  standing  Spinal  Curvature, 
I Irom  Chronic  Gastric  Catarrh  of  alcoholic  origin,  i from  Uraemic 
Convulsions , i from  Gall-stones , i from  llydrocephalus , i from 
Diabetes  Mellitus,  i from  I^aryngeal  Paralysis , and  i from 
Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

10  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Fordingbridge  Union  Infirmary, 
and  I death  in  the  Fordingbridge  Nursing  Home. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  sickness  amongst  F^aupers  is 
444  in  the  Out-door  Department,  and  60  in  the  Workhouse.  The 
Out-door  is  27  less  than  in  1903,  and  the  Workhouse  i more  than 
in  1903. 


5 


GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  1904,  the  sanitary  state  of  the  District  has 
been  very  favourable,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  particulars 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  my  report.  It  has  not  been 
necessary  to  bring  any  cases  before  the  Magisterial  Bench  ; all 
nuisances  being,  at  any  rate,  abated,  on  the  representations  of 
myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  In  both  cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  the  premises  were  most  thoroughly  inspected  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  very  considerable  alterations  were 
carried  out  to  render  them  more  sanitary.  We  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  the  law  obeyed  as  to  exposure  of  infected 
children  during  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  in  some  cases 
had  to  threaten  the  parents  with  prosecution  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  if  they  did  not  follow  our  directions. 

About  18  samples  of  water,  from  new  and  other  wells,  were 
brought  to  me  for  examination,  and  I think,  without  exception, 
they  were  all  found  to  be  good. 

Owing  to  the  New  Education  Act,  I have  had  a great  deal  of 
work  to  do,  in  inspecting  school  premises,  and  making  suggestions 
for  their  improvement  and  reporting  the  same  to  the  Rural  District 
Council.  After  the  alterations  have  been  carried  out,  I have  again 
inspected  the  premises  and  reported  on  them  to  the  Council  again. 
This  has  entailed  my  visiting  each  school  in  the  District  two  and 
sometimes  three  times.  I am  glad  to  say  that  in  the  school 
premises  which  I have  so  far  inspected  a second  time,  with  the 
exception  of  those  at  Hale,  all  the  previously  existing  tank 
system  of  privies  have  been  done  away  with  and  the  pail  system 
substituted.  I do  not  intend  to  pass  this  system  at  Hale  as 
sanitary,  as  however  well  the  clearing  of  the  tank  may  be  carried 
out  under  the  present  managers,  I consider  the  system  a most 
dangerous  and  insanitary  one. 

With  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in 
connection  with  the  Factory,  Workshops,  etc..  Act,  I append  a 
Report  drawn  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  As  I remarked 
last  year,  this  Act  does  not  affect  this  District  very  much,  as  there 
are  very  few  Factories  in  existence.  As  will  be  seen,  on  reference 
to  the  Report,  such  Workshops  and  Factories  as  exist  have  been 
duly  inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  where  necessary 
any  defects  have  been  remedied. 

Schools,  Lodging  Houses,  and  Slaughter  Houses,  have  also 
been  periodically  inspected. 
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The  number  of  New  Cottages  still  increases,  and  many  of  the 
old  and  dilapidated  ones  have  disappeared  to  make  room  for  the 
new  ones.  The  fires  in  thatched  cottages  still  continue  to  be  very 
prevalent. 

The  unfenced  gravel  pits  still  continue  as  before,  and  are  an 
increasing  source  of  danger. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reports  that  the  System  of  Refuse 
Collection  is  still  proceeding  satisfactorily,  but  that  a proper  closed 
cart  for  such  collection  is  badly  needed.  I should  also  like  to  call 
attention  to  the  throwing  of  paper  and  other  refuse  into  the  river, 
instead  of  having  it  taken  away  by  the  dust  cart.  This  seems  a 
great  pity,  seeing  that  the  District  Council  have  supplied  a proper 
system  for  collection  of  such  refuse,  and  very  much  detracts  from 
the  beauty  of  the  river. 

I append  the 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  REPORT  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1904. 


Schools  inspected  9 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  5 
Bake-houses  inspected  ...  21 

Cottages  inspected  143 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  ...  6 

Houses  placed  in  habitable 

repair  3 

Drains  altered  and  repaired  7 

Houses  disinfected  16 

Overcrowding  abated 2 


Wells  sunk,  repaired,  and 

cleansed 4 

Samples  of  water  taken  for 

examination 18 

New  privy  accommodation 

provided 5 

Privies  altered,  repaired, 

and  cleansed 8 

Nuisances  reported  or  de- 
tected   46 

Notices  served  2 


ARTHUR  E.  ALEXANDER,  A.S.I., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


At  the  time  of  closing  my  report,  the  district  is  in  a fairly 
healthy  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  ordinary  coughs  and 
colds,  and  a certain  amount  of  Epidemic  Influenza. 


HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  the  Fordingbridge  Unio7i. 
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